
This video will look at Enhanced Session Mode in Hyper-V. This is a new feature of 
Hyper-V which allows local resources on the administrator’s computer to be accessed 
by the virtual machine.
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Enhanced Session Mode
0:05 Enhanced session mode allows a virtual machine to use resources of the host 
machine, for example, USB flash drives. It also allows access to additional local 
resources on the administrator machine that were previously not available. Access is 
available to local disks, USB devices, local printers, audio devices, clipboard, 
smartcards, plug and play devices, and display configuration and resolution. This is 
enabled via the VMBus, which is part of the Integration Services install.  

Copyright 2016 © http://ITFreeTraining.com



Requirements
02:18 Host and Client need to be Server 2012 R2 or Windows 8.1. Enabled by default 
in Windows 8.1 and disabled by default in Windows Server 2012 R2
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Demonstration
3:28 Right click the Start Menu and select Search.
3:34 Enter ‘Hyper’ and select Hyper-V Manager from the list.
3:44 Right click Hyper-V Manager and select Connect to Server.
3:52 Enter in the host you want to connect to, in this case, the Server 2012 R2 host running Hyper-V.
4:07 Select the option Hyper-V Settings on the right hand side.
4:14 Select Enhanced Session Mode Policy from the list on the left.
4:19 Put a check in the box for Allow Enhanced Session Mode.
4:33 Click on Enhanced Session Mode under the User section on the left.
4:35 Make sure the checkbox to allow Enhanced Session mode is checked so that it will be enabled 
when connecting to a virtual machine.
5:00 Right click on the virtual machine and click Settings.
5:06 Select Integration Services from the left hand column.
5:11 Check the box for Guest Services.  If Guest Services is not checked, Enhanced Session mode will 
not work regardless of the other settings.
5:24 In some cases, a virtual machine restart is needed for Guest Services to work.
5:33 Right click the virtual machine and select Connect.
5:44 You should now see a box for selecting the display resolution that previously didn’t appear.
6:10 Click on Show Options to see any additional available options and to allow you to save your 
settings for the future.
6:28 Select the Local Resources tab.
6:34 Click on Settings under Audio Settings to configure audio options for the session.
6:58 The bottom section allows you to use local printers and clipboard if the boxes are checked.
7:21 Click the More button to allow access to local hard drives, plug and play devices, etc.
7:49 Selecting ‘Drives that I plug in later’ will allow for access to USB flash drives that are connected 
after your session begins.
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8:22 Press Connect to connect to the virtual machine and login.
8:34 Open Windows Explorer and confirm that the A, C, and D drive from the local machine are 
available.
9:02 Right click on the Start Menu and click Search.  Type in ‘printers’ and select the Devices and 
Printers app.
9:18 You should see some printers with “Redirected 1” for printers that are connected via Enhanced 
Session mode and are printers from the local computer. 
9:48 Uses the same technology as Remote Desktop, but without requiring a network connection
9:58 Click on the icon for Basic Session, the window will change to a standard console session and the 
drives and printers will no longer be available.
10:18 Click on Hyper-V Settings in Hyper-V Manager.
10:22 Select Enhanced Session Mode, uncheck the box to disable enhanced session mode and click on 
OK.  
10:38 Right click on the virtual machine and click on Connect and the Enhanced session mode dialog 
box will not appear and you will be entered into a basic session.
10:50 Click on the Enhanced Session icon to switch to an enhanced session, therefore, the 
administrator can determine whether they want the default session to be enhanced or basic.

See http://YouTube.com/ITFreeTraining or http://itfreetraining.com for our always free training 
videos. This is only one video from the many free courses available on YouTube.
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